
Bird Call  
The 

Spring 2017  

Newsletter of the Bronx River-Sound Shore Audubon Society, Inc. Est. 1947  

Welcome ñGreenò Golf Superintendents 

By Sandy Morrissey 
 

Five Islands Park will be the 

beautiful setting for our Annual 

Meeting, thanks again to the very 

generous hospitality of the New 

Rochelle Department of Parks and 

Recreation. The business meeting 

begins at 6:30 P.M., with an op-

tional guided bird walk at 6:00 

P.M. 
 

Itôs a great opportunity to meet 

and chat with other members. 

Wine and cheese plus other light 

refreshments will be served. All 

BRSS members and friends are 

encouraged to attend. 
 

Honoree is Mt. Vernon teacher 

Brian McGrath 

He didnôt plan to be a teacher. Mr. 

McGrath grew up playing and 

loving sports, and his dream was 

to be a coach. But when inter-

viewing for jobs, he found that 

schools donôt hire coaches, they 

hire teachers, then get the teachers to 

coach. After getting a Masters in 

education from Fordham, he landed 

at Columbus Elementary School and 

has been teaching mostly second-

graders for the past 27 years. To his 

delight, he came to the realization 

that ñteaching is coaching.ò So, he is 

living his dream. 

BRSS members met him six years 

ago when we arrived in his class-

room to get his students excited 
Continued on Page 2 

about birds. To this day, we are 

never sure who is more captivat-

ed, the students or Mr. McGrath. 

His students sit at rapt attention, 

eager to listen and learn. Itôs 

clear that Mr. McGrath creates an 

atmosphere that enhances learn-

ing and makes the students feel 

good about themselves. 
 

He is terrific at following up our 

lessons with reinforcement activ-

ities. For one session, we brought 

real nests to examine. One of 

them was a house wrenôs nest, 

which is made of a huge stack of 

sticks. How many sticks, we 

asked? He volunteered his class 

to count them and report back to 

us. We saw pictures of the chart 

the students made, counting the 

sticks in groups of tens. Answer 

for that nest was 1,300 sticks! 

Each stick is carried through the 

nest hole, one at a time. Amaz-

ing! 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRSS Annual Meeting June 1st
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Rob Alonzi - Fenway 

Golf Club 
Chris Alonzi - Elmwood 

Country Club 

unusual. The interesting part is 

that both fathers were early 

adopters to a movement to 

make golf courses more envi-

ronmentally friendly. They both 

got their courses, Winged Foot 

(Robert, Robôs father) and 

Westchester Country Club  

(Joe, Chrisôs father), designated 

as an Audubon Cooperative  

By Sandy Morrissey 

We just signed up two new golf 

courses to participate in our 

bluebird project, Fenway Golf 

Club and Elmwood Country 

Club. The grounds superinten-

dents - Rob Alonzi of Fenway 

and Chris Alonzi of Elmwood - 

are cousins. Not too surprising, 

their fathers (who are brothers) 

were golf superintendents. It 

runs in the family, and thatôs not  
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After the last session, he has each student write a detailed thank you letter. 

In it they reiterate all they learned, and include amazing drawings. We al-

ways get a little teary-eyed when we read their thoughtful letters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

His interest in nature was first sparked at age 19 when he moved to Florida. 

He was fascinated with the colorful birds, alligators and other wild crea-

tures in his new environment. Now hooked, he brings this love of nature 

into the classroom. Over the years, wildlife in his classroom has included a 

rabbit, turtles, fish, butterflies and frogs. 
 

Most exceptional, he encourages his students to come to our BRSS Annual 

Meeting so they can go on the bird walk at Five Islands Park. Many of you 

have seen him there with his students and their parents.  
 

Last year his students presented us their thank you letters at this meeting. 

This year we are proud to honor Mr. McGrath and give our thanks for his 

own efforts to instill a love of nature in our future leaders. They, after all, 

will be the ones making decisions about the environment. His students will 

make the world a better place because he has made their world a better 

place. 
 

Election of Board Members 

At the Annual Meeting, BRSS members will be asked to vote to approve 

the following slate of Directors for the Class of 2020: Doug Bloom, Dave 

Kaufman, Diane Morrison, Sandy Morrissey and, new to the board, Vern 

Schramm. An Audubon member since 1995, Vern is a frequent participant 

of our field trips and an enthusiastic supporter of BRSS. 
 

We thank departing board member, Scott Mellis, for his many contribu-

tions, including newsletter articles, the initiative to get Osprey poles in-

stalled and other positive directions for the board.  
 

We hope to see all BRSS members and friends at Five Islands Park in New 

Rochelle on June 1.  

Continued from Page 1 
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Sanctuary, a new program launched by Audubon International. They were two of the few courses to accomplish 

this at the time, as the requirements are lengthy and strict. 
 

Coincidentally, I had interviewed Joe Alonzi, in 1997, for an article I was writing about whether golf courses 

were good or bad for the environment. Among other good efforts, Joe had put up nestboxes on Westchester 

Country Club and was bringing back bluebirds before we got started with our project. In fact, I can attribute his 

success as an inspiration to me to put nestboxes on my golf course in 1998. That launched our BRSS Eastern 

Bluebird Project! His brother, Robert, had put up nestboxes on Winged Foot.       
 

Now the sons are carrying on the ñgreenò tradition. They both welcomed our nestboxes and have high hopes 

that the bluebird of happiness will nest on their courses.  

Continued from Page 1 

Using our ñSmartsò in Mount Vernon Classrooms 

By Miriam Beveridge 

The Bronx River Sound Shore Audubon has a new classroom aid.  The 2nd grade classrooms of both the Ed-

ward Williams and Columbus Elementary Schools are now outfitted with Smart Board display screens, and the 

BRSS volunteers jumped to use interactive technology in their classroom programs. 
 

Starting with the first class ñWhat makes a bird a 

bird,ò the BRSS volunteers use the Smart Boardôs 

internet connection to show slide shows to illustrate 

how birds stay warm in the winter and preen their 

feathers before takeoff.  Next, a variety of videos of 

birds in flight show the children the great variations 

in wingspan and flight technique.  
 

Now when volunteers teach about bird beaks and the 

differences in the diets and habitats of birds, we ac-

cess countless photos of birds stalking prey, collect-

ing food and feeding their young.  When the topic is 

nests, we are able to access web cams in zoos and 

sanctuaries to show the children, in real time, the 

nesting habits of any number of birds.  Students take 

turns coming to the front of the classroom and tapping on the screen to learn more about their favorite bird, 

with audio files available to demonstrate bird songs right from the birds filmed in mid song.  
 

This interactive tool has made the students better 

prepared for the other activities in our program.  

When the Greenburg Nature Center brings live 

rescues into the classrooms, the students are more 

comfortable seeing birds up close. And when the 

classroom session culminates with a walk around 

the neighborhood of the school, the kids are so 

much more aware of all the birds they can find in 

their midst and are better acquainted with all the 

things that birds do all day.  The teachers report 

that the students return to the webcams again and 

again to check up on birds they were introduced to 

during the BRSS presentations.  The new Smart 

Board enhanced presentations now provide a 

fuller, lasting birding introduction for all the 2nd 

grade students and their teachers.  
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PLEASE JOIN US!  PROGRAMS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
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PROGRAMS 2017 

April 26, 2017, Wednesday - What's the Buzz? Helping our Native Bees-

Presented by Timothy J. Stanley                                                                                                                                     

In any conversation about bees, the honeybee usually takes center stage. Yet, 

honeybees are not native to North America. When Europeans arrived nearly 

4,000 bees were already here, pollinating the trees and plants and helping main-

tain the food supply. Our native bees, sometimes described as pollen bees, are 

not only extremely efficient, but have also developed techniques for pollinating 

flowers that honeybees are incapable of pollinating!  Join us as we explore the 

little known but fascinating world of native bees and learn how you can take 

action steps on their behalf. Audiences will leave informed, delighted, and more 

appreciative of bees.                                                                                                                                       

The founder of Native Beeology, Timothy J. Stanley, is the Assistant Director at 

the Fresh Air Fund's Sharpe Reservation in Fishkill, NY. He is the Past President of New York State Outdoor 

Education Association (NYSOEA), an avid photographer, and a lifelong student and teacher of the outdoors. 

Visit www.nativebeeology.com for much more information and inspiration!                                                                                                                                                                             

Presentation will be at the Scarsdale Public Library. Refreshments at 7:15pm and program at 7:30 pm. 

June 3, 2017, Saturday at 9:00 am - Help Band Nesting Bluebirds                                                                    

Licensed Bander: Sandy Morrissey                                                                                                                                    
A bird in the hand is .... priceless. 

Join us as we band a nest of bluebird babies and at-

tempt to capture and band the adult parents. Partici-

pants will learn how we band birds and help with the 

measurements. Banding our bluebirds helps us answer 

many scientific questions such as how long do blue-

birds live? (we've had a few who've lived 5 years); do 

bluebirds mate for life? (well, we had one couple who 

stayed together for 3 years); and how far do blue-

birds nest from where they were born? (not far).                                                                                                                                                               

A great program for both children and adults.           

Location:                                                                  

Kensico Cemetery 

273 Lakeview Ave. 

Valhalla, NY                                                                

Meet at Cemetery office 

Welcome New Members 

Bronxville Barbara Biel, Carmella Cammarota, Emily Devine, Renee Duff, Robert Fullerton, Jennie Martel, Miriam Miran-

da, Susan Orzel-Biggs, Gary Purwin, Judith Robinson, Karen Russo, Penny Willergodt  Eastchester Reina Luardo Harts-

dale Phyllis Brown, Melvin Green, Yosuke Imai, Reit Reid, Bernardo Scheimberg, Amy Solomon Larchmont Judith 

Chananie, Linnet Forsyth, Jennifer Geer, Tamara Greenman, Lila Greisman, Norman Hinerfeld, Alexander Joyner, William 

Robb, Wendy & William Simmons, Kirk White Mamroneck Eric Dehais, Sarah Evans, Michael Ludwig, Susan Mines, 

Angie Scimia, Joan Shapiro, Carole Smyth Mount Vernon Georgia Barnes, Mathieu Nicholas, Grace Reis, John Roque 

New Rochelle Robert Andrews, Paul Basch, Diane Brink, Herbert Friedman, Ed Halperin, Luke Hunter, Jaclyn Israel, 

Kathleen Kehoe, Jerome Leibowitz, R McCormick, Ann Mee, Drake Spencer, Jasmine Tiongson, Audrey Walker, Svetlana 

Wasserman Pelham Liz DôImperio,  Arabinda Guha, Rebecca Hakimian, Blair Nespole Scarsdale Mary Caruso, Mark Dal-

ton, Margaret Falk, Maryian Green, Amy Hwang, Ann Lewis, Si Pullman, Nicholas Roberts, Terry Sullivan, Christopher 

Towle, Geraldine Trent, Laura Vele, Kenneth Weiser Tuckahoe David Fuller, Marianne Hiller, Ronald Laitres 

http://www.nativebeeology.com

